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The second was that compression cracks opened up
in the femoral heads when the weight of the pelvis
was relieved. The move to Hintze Hall itself was
achieved using padded pallets and crate skates. It
required a wooden platform to be built across the
other plinths in the Mammal Hall, plus the removal of
one giraffe and three rhinoceroses.

Installation

Due to spatial constraints caused by the new plinth in
the Hintze Hall Wonder Bay, the legs were hoisted
using a chain pulley system attached to scaffolding
(Figure 5). Once the legs were roughly in place, the
original metal bands were reattached around the tree
trunk sections and then the torso was lowered on top
using chain pulleys. Bespoke metal spacers were
manufactured and fitted to the joint between the
pelvis and femora to prevent further compression
damage. The two halves of the skull were joined
using Milliput® (2-part epoxy putty) over twists of
acid-free tissue (Figure 6), with a barrier of acid-free
tissue surrounding the tusk sockets. Putty was chosen
in preference to polyester resin and fibreglass
patches due to health and safety considerations. The
putty was over-painted with acrylic paints.

Conclusion

Several lessons were learnt from, or exemplified by,
this project. Apart from being unsightly, and
increasing the risk of pest infestations, fire, and
chemical reactions, particulate contaminants can
hide deterioration and structural problems in display
specimens like the mastodon. Conservation plans
must be flexible, and treatments must evolve during
a project to accommodate issues revealed by
cleaning that may not have been apparent in initial
assessments. The project also shows the value of old
records, and the need to investigate the history of a
specimen. Risk assessments proved invaluable for
creating a holistic perspective and promoting
consideration of the surrounding environment.

The mastodon now stands suitably framed by the
terracotta archway, in the newly refurbished Hintze
Hall, where it will hopefully stay for many decades to
come (Figure 7).

Figure 5. At this stage the rear legs have been hoisted into position,
but the wrapped pelvis is yet to be lowered down to meet them.
Image: L.Allington-Jones, © The Natural History Museum.

Figure 6. The unpainted putty which secures the two halves of the
skull cast can be seen here as an orange band. Image: L.Allington-
Jones, © The Natural History Museum.
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Figure 7. The Mastodon installed in Wonder Bay 1. Image:
L.Allington-Jones, © The Natural History Museum.


