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Si moll Atom e. Conwrl'tlfllr of Natural )ciem·e' - 1/ump.,Jurt• CC Mll\'t'/1111\ Ser
l'ice 
1!/1/ctil: simml.moon•(ltlwnt~.gcJI' uk 

You wouldn't thin!.. that the humble carpet hcctlc could he so difficult to prcvcnt 
from cuung ou1 collectiOn.,! In u former note, I outlined how lis eggs survived 
frccLc-drying. lymg donnan! 111 u pip1strclle c<trc<tss. 

Once ag<~m tlm.tmy ~et le ha~ -.ul'\ivcd efTon~ to prevent recurrence. A ca'ic of 
Shclduck-. and chJcl..-, from our hands-on SI::ARCIIuntt at Gospon was treated for 
fntlmmu., infe-,tallon "''' October- the tclhah.: l<trval ""'"',-.ere removed and the 

plumagcs checl..ed for damage <lnd conserved \\here nccco;sary. As u preventative, 
some crystals of naphthalene werc added inside the ca..,c before it was scaled with 
ntl gaps at all. 

In May this ycar, the case was returned to me with a lre~h outbreak the chicl..s in 
particular had a ... pnnl..hng of adherent and bn::.tly, hmwn '>!..in-.! I chcckcd the 
case for apertures and cracl..s nothing! II O\\ dui they get 111 there? Perhaps thcy 
were 'beamed' 111 ..,t,lr-trcl..-... tyle! '1 I abo thought that the naphthalene must have 
<tlrcady cvaporatcd and d'""'P<IICd, but nut ..,o A.., I opened the case just a crack to 
1nscn a hygrometer, I \vas nearly latd out hy the wme of naphthalcne vapour! 
TI1c RH wa.., down to ·l7.0 u. There was fre~h damage hut not too senous, so the 
conserV'at•on \\or!.. was repeated and the case rcsealcd und chccl..ed. 

What we cun learn from this i'> that Authreuu,· (l'erhuH i). 111 some c; tagc of 11s lili.: 
cycle, can survive 20 degrees C, a vacuum down to 0.1 at111osphcrcs and a 
hcavy concentmt10n of naphthalene vapour d1o;couragmg but at least the low RII 
had brought ab(lUI the dcml'iC ufthc larvae I \\ill not, howc\er, be advn,ing any
one 10 storc their IU\ItlCnllY at low Rll lcvcls ~•nee lhc only cncell\'C cure I~ (as 
usual') "tg1lancc. 
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