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ARTICLES 
Toronto '95, the tenth annual 
SPNHC meeting and herbarium 
workshop. (Royal Ontario Museum, 
2-6 June) 

Keeping the pulse on modern museum 
trends inn(ltural sciences, SPNHC's theme 
for the 1995 conference was more 
botanicnlly orientated. Four days of \(lrgely 
interesting talks relevant to modern 
conservrttion 
problems rtnd 
discoveries. 
The first clay 
centred aronnd the 
role of nat1nal 
history IIIIISelllllS 

and a general 
updating of museum 
curatorial duties, 
especi11lly 
collections 

more specific topics were also presented 
inclnding biochemical reactions in bone and 
kern tin to show how they deteriorate under 
certain conditions; Victorin Purewal (NM 
Wales) showed examples from n 'herbarium' 
of wax flower models, how these had 
deteriorated and how the NMW were rinding 
ways to cure this problem. the use of 
original illustrations to act as a control 
against colour leaching in fluid preserved 

fish specimens was 
presented .. Julian 
Cnrter (NMW) 
provided a useful 
buffer for formnlin 
preservation. Chris 
Collins gnve the 
fliCeting the 'low
down' on the 
proposed Cnmbridge 
Conference next 
year. 'Madrid 2' ns 
it has been 
nicknamed! management and 

associntcd problems. 
Stephen Jny Gmtld 
(M('/':) spoke of'the 
111 o n· o f n a t 11 r n I 

Rob Hu:xley (NHM)with fungnl specimens on 
'moose halls' (moose dung) 

The second day's 
prcscntat ions were 
centred around 
problems and 

h i s t o r :· m use um s 
and how he deplored the present day trend 
of' pntling rL'<ll nnd scientifically relevant 
spec i rn c n s a side for e l cc t r on i c a 11 tl 11 i-t e c h 
t 11 e 111 e p ;1 r k d is p 1 ay s, or 1 it t le s c i e 11 t i ri c 
v a lnl'. Jtl s t to h r i 11 g i 11 the p u hI i c. So 111 e 

!"t1lural Sciences ConserYation Group Newsletter I 

disasters with 
collections. Stor<q!e or specimens in 
t r o p i c a I c I i m n t e s , p r o b ll~ Ill s w i t h a i r 
c o 11 d i I i o 11 i 11 g, o ('(' ~ ll ss in g i 11 sect i c ides 
a l'f e C ( j 11 g CC f ( a i ll Jl (aS t i 1.: S, pIe p a I j 11 g l'o I' 
and acting on disnsters, to the ultimate 



problem of running a museum in nn active 
w ;1 r 7. o n e ! 
The third (lllrl fourth dnys m;H.le up the 
Herbarium Workshop. The ROM director. 
Jol1n Mcneill, welcomed participants to the 
two day workshop and commented thilt 
herbaria had not changed that much since 
the times of Linnaeus. He also expressed 
concern at the non-standard approach of 
modern taxonomists using variation as 
o p p o s e d l o s 11 b- sp c c i e s in t h e I o w c s t t a x o n . 
P r t~ v <~ n t a t i v e c o n s e r v a t i o n m e a s n r c s w c r c 
diSCllSSed during the first of these workshop 
d a y s a n d i n c I u d c d s u c h s u bj e c t s a s 
collection risk evaluation, air condition1ne 
ro r ;1 her ha r i 11 rn, insect pro b I ems and cop i ;I g 

with l"reezing so as not to destroy seed 
viability; the suitability or herbarium 
p;1pcrs, inks and adhesives and recent 
developments relating to these materials. 
The evening was taken up with a most 
useful 'baza;n' -an exchange or latest 
developments, ideas and technology rclati11g 
to herbaria. 
S n hJ cc t s for the second d n y or the workshop 
revolved, initially, around bar-coding the 
p 1 o ' s <l n ll eo n ' s , s n i t a hi 1 it y for 1 a r g e -
Cilllcctions and ease of accessioning and 
11 p d ;1 1 i n g. The re m a in d er or the d a y 
discussed techniques, ideas, loan r;olicies 
and I chniques surrounding. dcst rnct i ve 
s ;1 m p I i n g. o r bot h p 1 a n t a n d a n i m a I t i s s u c s 
ro r D N A eX t r a c I i () n I . 

SirJJUil's poster was centred on problems 
encountered with RH when trying to store 
c n t i 1 r.· ( rr e e ze-d r i c d ) fun g a I s p or o c a r p s. It 
;1l so out I in e d the H g. u men t s for starting a 
tnor scientific mycota herbarium in such a 
fllll)'<ll rich county as Hampshire. Although 
not intended to be an in depth scientific-
1LVII.'W about conserving collected fHngi it 
w ;1 s :1 i rn e d a t j 11 s t t h c c o r r c c t 1 e v c I t o 
p1ov1dc the contacts and feedback essential 
t11 th setting up of Sllch a herbariulll. Over 
Ill 11 xt few years the informiltion (iilthcrcd 
il I I 11 I s c (J !I fer c ll c e s h on! d m a I\ ire sI i I s c I r a 
;1 c tl 11 11 I y m y c o I o g y h c r b n r i u m . 

'11 you require a longer report, please write 
to 
S.J 1\loore 
llantpshirc Coun!v Museums St•rvicl' 

c· h i lt· () Ill" Il ()use 
{.hilcomh J,ane 
\\inches! er 
I I a 111 I''> hire 

SOJ.I HR!> 

i'!;Jtur;ll Sciences (_'o11scrv:l11on (!roup Nc\\slctln I 

Tenth Annual Socidy for the 
P re s c r v a t i o n o r N a t tH i1 I 11 i s t o r y 
C o 11 cc t ions m c et in g a ,id her ha r i lUll 

workshop 2-6 June 1995 

·rh c c o 11 fer c 11 cc, a s c x pc c t G d, was of a h i g 11 
standard a 11 cl add r c ss 1:. d many i 11 t c r c s t 111 g 
a n cl r c 1 e v a n t t o p i c s c o v c r i u g s c v c r a I ;1 pc c 1 

of conservation. Jlowcvcr, although tile 
I 0 p i C S C 0 V e r C d WC n· 0 f C o ll s i d C r <l h Je 
interest, it w;1s difTic1111 to relate thCTII In 

my own discipline, that of botanical 
con s c r v a t i on . N c v c 1 t h cl c s, I w a s p It: <1 <: d 
I h n t o 11 I h i s o c a i o n ;1 I w o d a y h c r b a ri 11!11 

workshop was held towards lhc end of the 
conference, The wotksllup Jllvolvcd 
presentations a11d slide; hiJWS, <JIIcstinn aud 
a n s w e r t i 111 e w i t h a s m a I l p :1 r c c 1 o r 
s pc c i a 1 is t s a n d Ci n a 11 y a p o I c r s c s:; i u 11 . 

The talks were intcrestinv and addrcssi'd 
practical issues, the question tin1c wa 
i n ro r mat i v c h 11 t h r i cr. :1 n cl t l! c p os 1 c r 
.'i c ss i 0 ll s (} r il li I!' h sI il 11 d :1 r d . 
Topics cover c d in c I 11 d c· d 1 11 d i c s o 11 t h 
s t a hi I i t y o r 111 a t c r i a I s 11 s t: d i n bot a n i c a 1 
c o n s c r v a t i on , t h c c o n s c r v a t i o n o r h c r b ;I r i 11 111 

specimens with a view to DNA ampling 
illl d I h C 11 d V all I d l.' 0 f li I' ill V l' Jl [ i l ill i 11 ,11 i1 i l 
conditioning (IIVA<') sy tc:ms. 
Part i c 111 a r I y r c lt.; v a 11 I w c r ,_. p r c s c 11 t :1 t i o 11 s 
a sscss in g rna t '·' ri a 1 frcq ucnt ly used i 11 

h o lit n i c al cons n v a t i o 11 . J a n t; D n w n ( C (' I ) 
r CV j C WC d i1 l il 11 _(' () f ;1 d [le 'i l V S ll S C d fo l 

monnting spccimcr1s on herbarium silcc>l 

Whether it is better to ttap or l'lttc ha 
a 1 ways b cc n a o ni cc tu r nl p 01 n t . S 11 
conclndcd tllal rcgardlc ur tile ndh tv 
used, it would cvr:nt!Hillv bcco1nc ;Jcillic ani! 
discoloured and that th1· h<.~st and mo t 

stable material availablc w;Js J'_clalttl ha k d 
linen tape, which is the ti!CIIlt;d Cllltcntly 
used at the Nntiunal tvlu l'ltlll tlf W:1lt: cri! 
following tlcbat fail tl to re ulvt: !he: 
mntter hut it appears tltnt lite maJollty ol 
i ll s t i t Ill i 0 11 s c () !I I i 11 \1 I () \1 s <.' I' Ill V ' I ) I () i I g ll il 

re w a c tu a 11 y g ltll~ ;lll d s t r :I p. 
Although mcthylcullnlo '·' 11:1 \)(.'C:II nscd lnr 
so m c I i me a s a n a d h e si v c i n p n JH' 1 

conscrv<Jtiou, nnd ILl rn;tllV othvt 11~;c 

including the :"1l1cnin!' ol old t~dhcstv :; 1<1 
aid removal. it li:1s llltlv r ct·ntlv been 
employed 111 bt,lani :11 ,·uti' rv:IIton. It 
:1ppcars to li'lll:ltll rt ihlc ftll lllllt.: I!IIIC 

once dry. Sodillfll arho yl rnc-lhvl ccllulu I' 

i s ;] I s (I \Is d i 11 \ 11 Ill l.' I ll 'i I I I lll 1 1111 :; Ill!( I h l ;; 
li:1~ generally heel( :lhiltlt!on d by papl'l 

(, 


