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ARTICLES 
Toronto '95, the tenth annual 
SPNHC meeting and herbarium 
workshop. (Royal Ontario Museum, 
2-6 June) 

Keeping the pulse on modern museum 
trends inn(ltural sciences, SPNHC's theme 
for the 1995 conference was more 
botanicnlly orientated. Four days of \(lrgely 
interesting talks relevant to modern 
conservrttion 
problems rtnd 
discoveries. 
The first clay 
centred aronnd the 
role of nat1nal 
history IIIIISelllllS 

and a general 
updating of museum 
curatorial duties, 
especi11lly 
collections 

more specific topics were also presented 
inclnding biochemical reactions in bone and 
kern tin to show how they deteriorate under 
certain conditions; Victorin Purewal (NM 
Wales) showed examples from n 'herbarium' 
of wax flower models, how these had 
deteriorated and how the NMW were rinding 
ways to cure this problem. the use of 
original illustrations to act as a control 
against colour leaching in fluid preserved 

fish specimens was 
presented .. Julian 
Cnrter (NMW) 
provided a useful 
buffer for formnlin 
preservation. Chris 
Collins gnve the 
fliCeting the 'low
down' on the 
proposed Cnmbridge 
Conference next 
year. 'Madrid 2' ns 
it has been 
nicknamed! management and 

associntcd problems. 
Stephen Jny Gmtld 
(M('/':) spoke of'the 
111 o n· o f n a t 11 r n I 

Rob Hu:xley (NHM)with fungnl specimens on 
'moose halls' (moose dung) 

The second day's 
prcscntat ions were 
centred around 
problems and 

h i s t o r :· m use um s 
and how he deplored the present day trend 
of' pntling rL'<ll nnd scientifically relevant 
spec i rn c n s a side for e l cc t r on i c a 11 tl 11 i-t e c h 
t 11 e 111 e p ;1 r k d is p 1 ay s, or 1 it t le s c i e 11 t i ri c 
v a lnl'. Jtl s t to h r i 11 g i 11 the p u hI i c. So 111 e 
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disasters with 
collections. Stor<q!e or specimens in 
t r o p i c a I c I i m n t e s , p r o b ll~ Ill s w i t h a i r 
c o 11 d i I i o 11 i 11 g, o ('(' ~ ll ss in g i 11 sect i c ides 
a l'f e C ( j 11 g CC f ( a i ll Jl (aS t i 1.: S, pIe p a I j 11 g l'o I' 
and acting on disnsters, to the ultimate 


